Application for a Systematic Review
Please prepare your application in English not exceeding 12 pages (DIN A4, at least 10 point Arial). Make an entry under every heading/subheading. A signature of the applicant is mandatory in section 6 in this form and on the authentication sheet generated by pt-outline. Ensure that the team of participating investigators has the necessary range of disciplines and expertise to carry out the study. 
Please delete italic comments when finalizing your application.
Note: Applications that fail to comply with these requirements will be considered incomplete and will constitute grounds to reject the application outline without peer review.
1.
STUDY SYNOPSIS

	APPLICANT
	Name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail

	TITLE OF STUDY
	The title of the review (not exceeding 140 characters) should be as precise as possible. In case of funding this title shall be quoted in the annual reports of the funding organisations.

	CONDITION
	The medical condition being studied (e.g. asthma, myocardial infarction, depression)

	OBJECTIVE(S)
	Which principal research questions are to be addressed? Does the proposal aim at methodological progress of reviews?

	TYPE OF REVIEW 
	Key words only (e.g. IPD-analysis, prognostic review)

	INTERVENTION (S)
	Description of the experimental and the control interventions. For reviews on diagnostic test accuracy, index test and reference standard should appear in this section. 
Experimental intervention:

Control intervention:

	STUDY SELECTION 
	Specify key inclusion and exclusion criteria

Population (of patients):

Intervention:

Comparator(s):

Outcomes:

Design of primary studies:

	SEARCH STRATEGY
	Describe the search strategy to identify relevant research, i.e. specify databases and other sources to be searched.

	QUALITY ASSESSMENT
	Describe the strategies to assess the quality of primary studies (methodological quality, systematic error, validity, generalisability, applicability)

	DATA EXTRACTION
	Specify extraction process and detail quality assessment of extracted data.

	DATA SYNTHESIS
	Specify strategy for data synthesis (effect measures) and presentation of results (forest plots) taking into account possible heterogeneity and publication bias

	SAMPLE SIZE
	Estimate number of eligible primary studies

	COOPERATING CENTERS
	

	DURATION
	requested duration of funding

	APPLICATION HISTORY
	If outline is a resubmission, please fill in previous application number


1.1 KEY WORDS

2.
THE Medical problem

Which medical problem is to be addressed? What is the novel aspect of the proposed review? Which principal research questions are to be addressed? Bring them into order indicating major and minor motivations/starting hypotheses of the investigation planned.

2.1 Evidence 

Set your review into perspective. What research has been conducted either by you or by others? What is the relevance of the results? Give references.

2.2 The need for a review 

What impact will the results have on clinical practice or understanding of the proposed intervention or underlying disease?

2.3
STRATEGIES FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF RESULTS

What will be your strategies for the dissemination of results? Indicate how the expected results of the study will be used; discuss dissemination of results, especially beyond regular journal publication, describe intended measures, detail potential economic impact and relevance for patients’ decision making.

3.
JUSTIFICATION OF DESIGN ASPECTS

3.1 Selection criteria for primary studies

3.2 Population 

Justify the population of patients to be studied, include reflections on generalisability and representa​tiveness. In case of IPD-analysis please justify feasibility of individual patient data acquisition.
3.3 INTERVENTION

Justify the intervention to be studied. Describe the interventions as exactly as possible.

3.3
comparator(s) 
Justify the choice of comparator(s) being used by primary studies. Which evidence establishes the appropriateness of the chosen comparator(s)? Describe the control interventions as exactly as possible.

3.4
Outcomes

Justify the outcomes chosen: Are there other reviews that have utilized them? Are there any guidelines proposing them? Are there relevant for patients? Discuss the clinical relevance of the outcomes for the target population. Have they been validated?

3.5
Design of primary studies

Justify the design of the primary studies to be included/ excluded. Are there any restrictions, e.g. a minimal time of follow-up?

3.5
SEARCH STRATEGIES

Justify the search strategies to identify relevant research. Are all relevant bibliographic databases considered? Is a hand search planned? Will authors, sponsors or other experts be contacted? How many eligible primary studies do you expect? How did you assess their number (provide and critically evaluate published data)?
3.6
DATA EXTRACTION

Justify the data extraction strategies. Detail consequences possibly arising from quality assessment.
4.
Statistical Analyses

What is the proposed strategy of information synthesis? Will the calculation of a summary measure be justified? If yes, specify effect measures and statistical models. Describe how to investigate heterogeneity/homogeneity and publication bias based on the expected number of primary studies (sample size of your review) Are there any planned subgroup or sensitivity analyses?


6.
EXPERTISE

Please indicate persons responsible for the review.

	#
	Name
	Affiliation
	Role
	Signature

	
	
	
	Clinical expertise
	

	
	
	
	Methodological expertise
	Not mandatory

	
	
	
	Cooperation partner
	Not mandatory

	
	
	
	….
	


Please indicate expertise of all above-mentioned participants by citing relevant publications and/or specifying major role in ongoing research (to be identified; max. 5 publications of the last 5 years). Ensure that the team of participating investigators has the necessary range of disciplines and expertise to carry out the study (i.e. network analysis, diagnostic test accuracy review).
7.
RefErences 

8.
FINANCIAL PLAN 

Please detail and justify the costs for the entire funding period.
	Item
	
	
	

	Staff: qualification, tasks  
	salary group
	man months
	€

	Consumables*: detail
	
	
	€

	Travel: detail
	
	
	€

	Commissions incl. tax: detail
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	€


*Please note: Publication costs and equipment can not be funded.
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